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Emmett trustees OK plan to complete the Middle School
new security entrance, approve plan to help retain staff;

agree to review government curriculum

The Emmett Board of Trustees took action on several issues Monday night including the following:

Complete the security system at Emmett Middle School
Trustees approved a plan to complete the front door remodel so security can be improved at the
Emmett Middle School. A new entry vestibule would be constructed for $69,805 at the 4th Street
entrance to provide better security at the school, requiring visitors to wait to be let in by school staff,
Superintendent Woods told the board.

Currently, people can walk into the school building and gain access down the long hallway without
any surveillance or control. A similar system has been installed at the High School and Sweet
Montour Elementary School.

The new system allows staff to remotely view who is at the door. Students at the high school have
key cards that they scan to gain access. At the middle school, only staff would have cards, but the
doors would be programmed to be open during peak periods when students arrive on campus.

Security and the safety of students is a priority and although new to Emmett, school districts
nationwide and in Idaho have installed similar systems.

Carryover funds will pay for the construction anticipated to occur this fall.
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030867&AID=20108&MID=761

Superintendent recommends plan to help retain staff
Approved a recommendation to use ESSER III funds, designed to help retain and recruit staff, to fund
another step on the certified Salary Schedule for those who are eligible and a 3 percent increase for
all other employees.

Woods told the Board of Trustees this action restores the advancement on the salary schedule that
was halted last year when Governor Brad Little froze the education salary schedules for the
2020-2021 school year. That step also froze pay for classified employees.
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Woods told the board it has been a struggle to compete financially in the Treasure Valley when
employers, including McDonald’s, pay more than what the District pays some of its classified
employees.

It is even more of a challenge when some employees can find a new job with a significant increase,
but also save upwards of $1000 for family insurance, Woods said.
Trustees, voting 5-0, indicated support for the recommendation and recognized the challenges for both the
district and the employees.

“You can't keep your help if you don't pay,” Vice Chairman Michael Garner said.

Trustee Ross Walker, who sat in on the negotiations this summer with the Gem County Education Association,
said teachers “have done a lot to lift the load and move us forward and we're asking a lot with what we’re doing
with our continuous Improvement plan. I think this is a good faith effort to show them that they matter.”

ESSER III funds come from the federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Act that provides
funds to maintain staff, recognizing that retaining staff during the pandemic has been a struggle for most school
districts.

Ola School construction on track for completion
Beniton Construction reported to the board that the renovation at Ola School is on track to be
completed by October 1. Students will start in the Community Hall and move once work is finished.
See new photos here.
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030867&AID=20144&MID=761

Approved a request to review the Hillsdale 1776 Curriculum
Authorized both Superintendent Woods to create a curriculum committee to review and provide
information regarding a request to review the Hillsdale 1776 Curriculum, a recently released
American history and civics curriculum for grades K-12. The goal is to review the material and make
sure that it would meet the requirements of state education standards.

Woods told the trustees that the committee would only review whether the proposed curriculum would
meet state standards. It would not be considered for adoption at this time.

Idaho Senator Steven Thayn made the request in July with the goal to strengthen the government
curriculum and provided the trustees with more names of families who support the Hillsdale
curriculum.

“What I have discovered is that we have a very patriotic community,” Thayn said Monday night.
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Woods said the district would follow the same curriculum policy review process that it does for any
curriculum as defined in the Emmett School District policy, No. 662. The district’s schedule to adopt a
social studies curriculum is slated for 2022-2023.
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030867&revid=PZZkQplusbIq79FGs7ghs5Vpw==&ptid=a
mIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0

The curriculum is available to the general public for free at K12.Hillsdale.edu.
https://k12.hillsdale.edu/Curriculum/The-Hillsdale-1776-Curriculum/
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